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THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY 

1924-1925 

The  course  of  study  at  The  Farm  and  Trades  School  may 
easily  be  put  under  three  separate  divisions.  The  school  work, 
which  prepares  the  student  for  further  education  in  school;  the 
vocational  training  which  aims  to  prepare  each  boy  for  a trade 
or  to  furnish  him  a means  of  earning  a livelihood  after 
completing  his  course,  and  the  extra  curriculum  activities  for 
developing  the  special  abilities  of  the  boy. 

Considering  that  many  boys  are  admitted  who  haven’t 
good  homes,  it  is  necessary  for  uniform  treatment  that  all  boys 
remain  at  the  School  practically  the  whole  year.  The  school 
year  is  consequently  made  up  of  forty-seven  weeks  with  four 
terms.  Each  boy  spends  a half  of  the  day  in  school  and  the 
other  half  is  devoted  to  his  vocational  training. 

There  are  two  groups  of  boys  that  the  course  of  study  aims 
to  provide  for.  They  are:  the  boys  who  will  start  in  work  as 
soon  as  they  leave  school  and  the  boys  who  will  be  able  to  con- 
tinue through  high  school.  To  help  the  boy  who  must  start 
work  when  he  graduates,  extra  studies  have  been  added  to  our 
course. 

The  purpose  of  the  vocational  training  for  boys  from  ten  to 
eighteen  years  is  to  furnish  them  with  sufficient  information  and 
instruction  in  certain  trades  so  that  they  may  know  if  they  wish 
to  carry  on  that  work  after  they  leave  the  School  or  not.  If 
they  do  decide  to  carry  it  on,  it  gives  them  a foundation  upon 
which  to  build. 


2 


We  determine  the  work  for  which  a boy  is  most  adapted 
by  studying  him.  We  find  out  what  his  interests  are  and  what 
he  likes  to  do  by  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  try  work  in 
various  departments  for  a period  of  six  months.  It  is  imprac- 
tical to  start  the  younger  boys  in  the  more  advanced  depart- 
ments, so  all  boys  when  they  enter,  work  about  the  house  and 
grounds  under  supervision  and  are  thus  taught  the  fundamental 
principles  of  industry.  There  is  a complete  change  of  work  at 
the  end  of  the  school  year  for  all  boys  who  do  not  seem  inter- 
ested or  adapted  to  the  work  they  have  been  doing. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  School  to  prepare  a boy  to  take 
care  of  himself  after  graduation  no  matter  whether  he  may  be 
going  on  to  school  or  going  to  work.  His  success  in  later  life 
depends  very  much  on  how  he  has  learned  to  spend  his  leisure 
time,  what  his  interests  are,  and  how  far  he  can  develop  them 
by  himself.  With  this  in  mind,  and  with  the  belief  that  if  a boy 
has  interests  to  occupy  his  leisure  time,  he  will  learn  to  use  that 
time  to  advantage  and  there  will  be  little  tendency  for  him  to 
get  into  mischief. 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY 


ACADEMIC  SUBJECTS 

The  Course  of  Study  is  divided  into  six  Classes  covering 
the  work  of  the  Sixth  through  the  Tenth  Grades  of  the  public 
schools  of  Massachusetts.  The  outline  of  study  as  given  here 
begins  with  the  Sixth  Class,  which  coincides  with  the  sixth  grade 
in  the  public  schools,  and  concludes  with  the  First  Class  corre- 
sponding to  the  tenth  grade  or  the  second  year  of  a four  year 
high  school. 


Arithmetic 

English 

Reading 

History 

Geography 

Spelling 


SIXTH  GLASS 

Intermediate  work.  A thorough  review  of 
fractions;  denominate  numbers;  decimals. 

Kinds  and  parts  of  sentences,  parts  of  speech, 
punctuation.  Memory  work  - one  poem  each 
month.  Composition  - oral  and  written,  letter 
writing,  articles  for  theBeacon,  the  school  paper 

Miscellaneous  stories  from,  “Famous  Stories 
Every  Child  Should  Know”;  “Heidi”  and  other 
classic  fiction,  dramatization,  and  Current 
Events. 

Elementary  American  History,  covering  com- 
plete text,  from  beginning  to  present  time. 

A thorough  elementary  study  of  land  and  water, 
the  Earth  and  North  America. 

Word  study  with  use  of  dictionary;  dictation. 


FIFTH  GLASS 

Essentials  of  Arithmetic.  Decimal  fractions, 
Arithmetic  practical  measurements,  how  to  solve  problems, 
percentage  and  its  applications. 

Elementary  grammar.  The  formation  of  clear 
English  sentence  structure  and  paragraphing  are  taught; 

emphasis  on  review  of  parts  of  speech. 
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Reading 

Some  dramatization  characterizes  the  course  in 
reading  which  lists  the  following;  “Secret  Gar- 
den”, Burnett;  “The  Courtship  of  Miles  Stan- 
dish”,  Longfellow;  “Lamb’s  Tales  from  Shake- 
speare”. Reviews  are  required  from  each  boy 
as  a result  of  silent  and  outside  reading. 

History 

American  History  from  1492  through  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Geography 

A study  of  the  continents  of  South  America, 
Africa,  Australia  and  Asia.  Outline  maps  of 
each  country  are  filled  in  to  show  divisions,  cit- 
ies, resources,  exports,  industries,  etc. 

Spelling 

Extensive  study  of  words,  use  of  the  dictionary, 
dictation  and  poetry. 

FOURTH  GLASS 

Arithmetic 

Ratio  and  proportion;  percentage;  discount; 
interest  (simple  and  compound);  banking. 

English 

General  review  of  elementary  English.  Story 
telling  and  writing,  original  and  reproduction; 
kinds  and  parts  of  letters;  paragraphing.  Mem- 
ory work. 

History 

“American  Beginnings  in  Europe”,  complete 
text. 

Geography 

Extensive  study  of  Europe,  North  America  and 
the  United  States.  Special  emphasis  is  placed 
in  this  study  on  the  resources,  exports,  industries 
and  form  of  government  of  each  country. 
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Arithmetic 


English 


Reading 


History 


Geography 


Algebra 


English 


THIRD  CLASS 

The  essentials  of  Arithmetic  with  advanced  work 
in  banking;  civic  and  business  relations;  square 
root  and  mensuration,  practical  application. 

Thorough  study  of  grammar.  Word  study  with 
reference  to  word  building;  pronunciation  and 
spelling;  practice  in  narration,  oral  and  written; 
articles  for  School  paper;  compositions  written 
on  facts  and  imaginary  situations. 

Study  of  books  selected  from  works  of  Dickens, 
Irving, Shakespeare  and  Stevenson, in  the  school- 
room. Outside  reading  from  the  works  of  Mark 
Twain,  Cooper,  Dana,  Kingsley  and  Hughes. 

History  of  the  United  States;  American  History 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  present  time. 

Elementary  Economic  Geography  covering 
complete  text — the  economic  divisions  of  the 
United  States  including  its  resources,  commerce 
and  industrial  development,  correlating  with 
work  in  History. 

SECOND  GLASS 

The  fundamental  operations,  of  algebra,  the 
linear  equation  and  its  application  to  problems, 
fractions,  proportion,  square  root,  simple  quad- 
ratic equations. 

General  Review.  Sentences,  punctuation,  par- 
agraphs and  figures  of  speech.  Practice  in  narra- 
tion; articles  for  School  paper;  reproduction, 
both  oral  and  written;  practice  in  composition 
and  memory  work. 
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Reading 


History 


General 

Science 


Book- 

keeping 


Agriculture 


Geometry 


Class  study  of  “Merchant  of  Venice”,  “Julius 
Caesar”-  Shakespeare;  J‘Silas  Marner”-  George 
Eliot;  “Ivanhoe”-  Scott,  arid  Modern  Verse. 
Individual  reading  of  at  least  one  book  a month 
selected  from  the  works  of  standard  authors. 

A study  of  Ancient  History;  European  (medi- 
eval and  modern). 

The  course  combines  the  general  problems  of 
home  and  community  science,  and  attempts  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  future  study  in  the  vari- 
ous branches.  The  pupil  is  taught  to  observe 
scientific  laws  at  work  in  everyday  things  about 
him,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  acquires  a perma- 
nent interest  in  science  and  an  open  inquir- 
ing attitude  of  mind. 

Principles  of  Bookkeeping,  exercises  in  record- 
ing business  transactions,  in  taking  trial  balances 
and  closing  the  books;  prepared  sets  illustrate 
modern  bookkeeping  methods  supplemented  by 
a course  in  Business  Practice. 

Principles  of  Agriculture  with  text  book  study 
supplemented  by  State  College  bulletins  and 
practical  experiments,  testing  soils,  etc. 


FIRST  CLASS 


Short  review  of  Algebra  and  the  study  of  Plane 
Geometry  through  rectilinear  figures,  construct- 
ion problems, inequalities  and  the  circle.  Special 
attention  is  given  to  the  solving  of  originals  and 
the  application  of  Plane  Geometry  to  simple 
construction  problems. 
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English 


French 


Reading 


Biology 

Typewriting 

Dairying 


Continued  study  of  Rhetoric  and  Composition; 
general  review  of  parts  of  speech  and  sentence 
analysis;  paragraph  drill  with  reference  to  force, 
unity  and  coherence,  etc.;  narrative  work;  prac. 
tice  in  writing  real  and  imaginary  personal  ex- 
periences. Composition  work  includes  articles 
for  School  paper. 

Essentials  of  French  Grammar  and  elementary 
composition;  stress  laid  on  training  in  accuracy 
of  pronunciation. 

Class  study  of  short  stories  by  standard  authors. 
At  least  one  book  a month  is  required  for  out- 
side reading,  selections  including  the  works  of 
Blackmore,  Scott,  Churchill,  Hutchinson,  Kip- 
ling, Parker,  Stevenson,  Grenfell  and  Roosevelt. 

A general  course  in  biology,  including  botany, 
zoology  and  human  physiology. 

Touch  system  taught  from  Rational  Method 
book  and  accepted  speed  and  accuracy  tests. 

Testing  Milk  and  Its  Products,  covering  com- 
plete text  with  practical  testing. 
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PRACTICAL  TRAINING 


The  farm,  and  its  location,  offer  unusual  oppor- 
Agriculture  tunities  for  the  practical  application  of  agriculture 
and  we  make  this  subject  a fundamental  one  in 
our  course  of  study,  correlating  with  it,  grammar  and  high 
school  subjects.  The  farm,  therefore,  takes  a most  important 
place  in  the  life  of  the  School.  The  course  in  agriculture  aims 
to  give  every  boy  a definite  technical  and  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject;  to  inspire  the  pupils  with  a love  of  country  life, 
and  to  impress  the  truth  that  agriculture,  besides  being  the  most 
independent  of  all  occupations,  is  more  remunerative  than  many 
others  for  those  who  are  industrious,  intelligent,  and  well 
trained.  The  technical  division  of  the  subject  is  presented  to  the 
pupils  by  lectures  and  experiments  in  class-room  and  on  the 
farm,  giving  the  Boys  a knowledge  of  soils,  crop  rotation,  and 
the  care  and  feeding  of  animals. 


The  Sloyd  course  is  the  basis  of  our  mechanical 
Sloyd  teaching  as  it  is  the  foundation  and  natural 

stepping  stone  to  all  trades  school  courses  and 
vocational  training.  It  gives  opportunity  for  the  Boys  to 
acquire  a large  amount  of  practical  skill  in  woodworking,  and 
it  furnishes  a knowledge  of  technical  and  scientific  principles  of 
carpentry.  Aside  from  carpentry,  cabinet  work,  and  wood 
turning,  the  course  includes  instruction  in  mechanical  drawing. 
The  aim  of  this  course  is  to  shorten,  for  those  boys  who  desire 
to  become  mechanics,  the  time  which  would  be  required 
for  practical  experience  at  the  trade,  and  also  to  lay  a broader 
foundation  for  rapid  advancement  than  otherwise  could  be 
secured. 


Printing 


This  course  covers  a wide  variety  of  work  in 
hand  composition,  stonework,  and  presswork. 
It  includes  the  rudimentary  operations  in  type- 
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setting,  composition  of  book  pages,  headings,  business  cards, 
stationery  headings,  display  work,  etc.  Instruction  is  given 
in  locking  up  forms  for  job  presses,  etc.  The  ability  of  boys 
taking  this  course  is  portrayed  through  the  publication  of  the 
Beacon,  the  School  paper  issued  monthly,  printing  of  the 
School  report,  calendars,  programs  and  all  printed  matter  used 
in  the  School.  They  also  do  a considerable  amount  of  job 
printing  for  patrons  in  town. 

The  instruction  in  this  course  is  planned  to 
furnish  the  boy,  in  a shorter  time  and  more 
efficient  way,  that  training  which  the  old-time 
system  of  apprenticeship  formerly  offered,  and 
to  give  a greater  likelihood  of  promotion  to  the 
highest  grades  of  work.  Practice  is  given  in  operating  the  prin- 
cipal machine-shop  tools,  such  as theshaper, planer,  engine-lathe, 
drill-press,  and  milling-machine.  Detailed  explanations  are 
given  of  each  type  of  machine  covering  a wide  range  of  practical 
machine  construction.  Also  bench-work,  filing,  accurate  fitting, 
making  of  templets,  etc.,  and  the  chipping  and  scraping  of  plane 
and  cylindrical  surfaces. 

Through  this  course  the  Boys  are  given  a knowl- 
Forging  edge  of  hand  forging  in  wrought  iron  and  steel. 

Their  instruction  includes  forging  of  all  kinds: 
bending,  upsetting,  drawing,  welding,  etc;  hardening  and 
tempering;  filing,  bench-work  and  simple  construction  of 
machine  parts.  No  trade  offers  better  opportunities  for 
training  eye,  brain  and  hand,  or  better  develops  the  fine 
qualities  of  practical  judgment  which  are  essential  in  manufact- 
uring industries. 

Our  location  and  interests  afford  excellent 
Meteor-  opportunities  for  the  practical  study  of  meteor- 
ology ology,  and  the  subject  is  taught  in  the  three  upper 

grades.  A building  especially  constructed  for  an 
observatory  is  equipped  with  the  standard  instruments.  A staff 


Machine- 

Shop 

Practice 
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of  boys  consisting  of  a'  chief  observer,  a deputy  chief  and  an 
observer  of  each  of  the  instruments,  makes  observations  at  8 
a.  m.  and  8 p.  m.  according  to  government  rules.  From  ob- 
servations made  by  the  pupils,  and  with  the  government  maps, 
local  forecasts  are  made  each  morning  and  the  temperature, 
humidity  and  dew  point,  rainfall,  barometric  pressure,  wind 
velocity,  wind  direction  and  sunshine,  are  recorded.  We  are 
rated  as  a United  States  Co-operative  Station  and  monthly 
charts  are  kept,  and  reports  made  to  the  Government  Weather 
Bureau. 

In  addition,  the  Boys  receive  instruction  in 
Other  painting,  cobbling,  office  work,  the  handling  of 

Courses  boats,  the  care  and  running  of  boilers,  steam  and 

gasoline  generators,  and  steam-heating  system  in 
the  Power  House,  household  duties,  and  laundry  work.  The 
purpose  of  these  courses  is  to  train  boys  for  efficient  service  in 
all  lines  of  work.  The  instruction  is  designed  to  cultivate  intelli- 
gence as  well  as  manual  skill;  and  the  training  in  both  the 
technical  and  practical  courses  is  made  sufficiently  broad  to  de- 
velop habits  of  reasoning,  powers  of  initiative,  and  ambition. 
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STUDENT  ACTIVITIES 


The  Boys’  Band  established  in  1857,  is  one  field 
Boys*  of  activity  of  which  the  School  may  be  justly 

Band  proud.  It  consists  of  thirty  pieces  and  furnishes 

music  on  Friends’  Days,  Graduation  Day,  at 
Easter  time  and  other  occasions.  A special  instructor  has  charge 
of  the  Band  and  the  Boys  practice  during  their  leisure  time. 
The  School  Band  is  often  called  upon  to  participate  in  activities 
in  town. 

Cottage  Row  represents  the  pioneer  boys’govern- 
Gottage  ment  with  its  various  departments  modeled  on 

Row  actual  usage.  It  consists  of  City  Hall,  Audubon 

Hall,  and  ten  small  cottages  in  which  the  Boys 
own  shares.  It  furnishes  practical  lessons  in  government,  poli- 
tics, business  forms,  the  transfer  of  property,  and  trains  the  Boys 
in  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  true  and  practical  citizenship. 

The  Sanitary  Division  of  Cottage  Row  is  divided 
Sanitary  into  six  groups  of  boys,  each  with  a chief  and  a 
Division  deputy.  These  groups  are  classified  as  Bird  In- 
spectors, Tree  Inspectors,  Fly  Inspectors,  Mos- 
quito Inspectors,  Rat  Inspectors,  and  Inspectors  of  Buildings  and 
Grounds.  They  form  an  active  and  important  factor  in  dealing 
with  the  living  conditions  of  the  Island  and  in  exterminating 
pests. 

The  Bank  and  Trading  Company  afford  an 
Bank  and  opportunity  for  instruction  in  practical  business 
Trading  methods,  with  valuable  lessons  in  thrift,  econ- 

Gompany  omy,  and  business  integrity.  Each  boy  must 
keep  informed  as  to  the  amount  of  his  cash 
balance,  must  adjust  his  expenditures  to  his  means  and  learn  to 
spend  nothing  except  after  careful  consideration. 
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The  Beacon,  the  School  paper,  published  month- 
Beacon  ly,  is  of  great  value  in  furnishing  a practical 

outlet  for  the  English  work  in  the  schoolroom, 
and  carries  to  their  friends  and  the  friends  of  the  School  the 
story  of  the  Boys’  interests  and  activities. 

Each  boy  has  a flower  garden  in  which  he  may 
Boys’  plant  what  seeds  he  pleases  and  arrange  them  to 

Gardens  suit  his  fancy.  Prizes  are  given  at  the  end  of 

the  season  for  the  best  general  results  and 
excellence  in  the  care  of  these  gardens. 

Encouragement  is  given  to  indoor  and  out-of- 
door  games  and  sports  of  all  seasons,  especially 
those  sports  and  games  in  which  a large  number 
can  take  an  active  part.  There  are  occasional 
excursions,  and  frequent  entertainments  are 
provided  for  the  Boys  in  the  way  of  lectures,  concerts,  moving 
pictures,  dances,  and  corn  roasts.  The  Boys  often  take  part  in 
the  program  of  entertainment.  Where  possible,  these  ac- 
tivities are  made  educational  as  well  as  entertaining.  The 
usual  holidays  are  observed,  special  effort  being  made  to  have 
the  sports  or  exercises  which  mark  these  days  of  an  appropriate 
and  instructive  nature. 


Athletics, 

Entertain- 

ments 


TEXT  BOOKS  IN  USE 

Arithmetic  - Wentworth  and  Smith 
Geometry  - Smith,  David  Eugene 
Algebra  - Rietz  Crathorne  and  Taylor 
Geography  - Frye- Atwood 
Commercial  Geography  - Dryer 
U.  S.  History  - Gordy 
American  Beginnings  in  Europe  - Gordy 
General  History  - Myers 
English  - Hitchcock 

Civic  Science  in  Hom.e  and  Community  - Hunter  and  Whitman 
General  Science  - Hunter  and  Whitman 
Biology  - Hunter,  Elements  of  Biology 

French  • The  New  Fraser  and  Squair  Complete  French  Grammar 
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